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Umani Ports in Chinese Sources

Ralph Kauz

Abstract: Though Uman was already known to Chinese geographers in the
pre-Ming period exact information can be only gathered after the sea expeditions
had started in 1405. Due to the fact that most of the archival material of these
expeditions was destroyed in later decades of the same dynasty the sources remain
very limited. M ore substantial information is given from Dhofar and Lasa whereas
the exact location of the latter place remains disputed. N evertheless we may assume
that the information about Uman went much more into depth as we can suggest by
scrutinizing the Zheng He’s map.

Keywords: Indian Ocean; The Historical Relationship between China and
Arab; Uman; Zheng He
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