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Abstract

In the process of learning Chinese Preposition’s Orientation , the Arab students of

Mauritania often make mistakes under the impact of their mother tongue, this is especially
common in the new learners of Chinese language. There are not enough researches which

deal with this particular issue by analyzing and distinguishing between the Chinese
Preposition’s Orientation and their corresponding words in Arabic. Therefore, by addressing
the problem to some extent, this study analyzes the mistakes made by the Arab students’

acquisition of Chinese Preposition’s Orientation Chao, Xiang, Wang and their corresponding
words in Arabic. Through the questionnaire survey this study investigates : what types of
mistakes are made by the Mauritanian students while learning Chinese Preposition’s

Orientation , what are the differences between the Arabic and Chinese Preposition’s

Orientation and what are the causes behind the mistakes made by the Arab students. On the
basis of the results, this study proposes several helpful teaching strategies which can be used
to resolve this issue.

Starting with the characteristics of Chinese prepositions at the macro level, this paper
discusses the characteristics of Chinese Preposition’s Orientation, such as virtual meaning and
flexible grammar, and then makes a detailed study of the key characteristics of the three
Preposition’s Orientation in Chinese, such as "Chao", "Xiang" and “Wang”, and points out the

key features of the three from the aspects of connotation concept, directionality and idiomatic

comparison. Then it organizes the achievements of Arabic grammarians, explores the multiple
connotations and usages of corresponding words in Arabic “g=;” , and uses comparative

research methods to find the similarities and differences in the orientation-like prepositions of
Chinese and Arabic relative words, that is, both have directions, but have different parts of

speech and different connotations. On this basis, through a questionnaire survey, this paper
I



Abstract

further studies the bias of Chinese learners learning Chinese towards prepositions in

Mauritania, and makes a visual analysis of the questionnaire data. In this paper, it is found
that the three Preposition’s Orientation of "Chao" and "Xiang" are different, and the

phenomena of errors can be divided into omission errors, word order errors, false addition and
false substitution errors.

This paper sums up several reasons for these errors on the basis of the differences
between Chinese and Arabic linguistics, the contextual background of Mauritania and the
language learning atmosphere. The identified reasons for the aforementioned errors are the
negative transfer of mother tongue at the internal level, the generalization of target language
rules and the limitation of textbook compilation at the external level, the outdated teaching
methods, and the need to improve the quality of teachers.

China and Mauritania have always been friendly countries. China-Africa Cooperation
Forum have provided a decent platform for conducting and compiling scientific research for
teaching material for professional teachers, which will help in improving the

above-mentioned issues.

Keywords : Chinese Teaching Mauritania; Preposition’s Orientation;  Research Errors
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