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Expanding Local Demands and Enhancing International Chinese Language Teachers’ Competitiveness

in Overseas Employment:

The First Chinese Language Program in Oman and Its Inspiration
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While more and more international Chinese language teachers go abroad, the problem of
overseas employment becomes more and more severe. The Sultanate of Oman implemented
its first Chinese language program, which actively designs an education system catering to
local demands based on the differences between Arabian cultures and Chinese cultures; uses
culture as an opening for localization through promoting Chinese culture, presenting the
charm of spoken-Chinese and ingeniously making use of the Chinese version of the Qur’an;
and promotes Chinese language and culture through a wide variety of approaches including
activities in the academic field and in communities. These initiatives effectively expand the
local demands for Chinese language teachers, and finally help the employment of Chinese
language teachers. Therefore, we should pay more attention to demands rather than supplies
in promoting the Chinese language teachers’ competitiveness in overseas employment.
Besides, the paper also gives specific suggestions on policy.
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