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Abstract

Abstract

The negative words and negative structures are very common in the complex sentence
structures in modern Chinese language. It is a common observation that the learners of
Chinese language often struggle while learning with negatives and negative structures.
Therefore, negative words have always been the focus of the Teaching of Chinese as Foreign
Language. This study has selected the two most frequently used negatives in modern Chinese:
"bu" and "mei", makes a diachronic study and summary of their pragmatics and semantics,
and makes a comparative analysis between them and the commonly used negatives in Arabic,
", There are few commonly used negative words in Arabic language, therefore by using "a"
most of the expressions become negative in meaning. In addition, in modern Chinese, the
negative words "bu" and "mei" are quite different, but in Arabic, "bu" has a wide range of
negative meanings, which can be used in most cases, therefore Arab students often make
mistakes while using Chinese negative words "bu" and "mei". As a Chinese learner in
Mauritania, I observed that although there are not many negative adverbs in Chinese, they
cause great trouble for the those who learn Chinese as a second language. Due to the
complexity of the usage and semantic features of "bu" and "mei" in Chinese and their
non-similar counterparts in Arabic language, Arab learners of Chinese language easily make
mistakes in the acquisition process. In order to help Mauritanian learners in reducing their
confusion about Chinese negative adverbs, improving their Chinese learning efficiency, and
providing assistance to the Chinese teachers, this study has selected Arabic students'
acquisition of Chinese Negative Adverbs "bu" and "mei" as the research object.

This study consists of five chapters: the first chapter is the introduction, introducing the
significance of the topic, the theoretical basis and research methods, the source of the corpus
and the summary of previous research results; the second chapter mainly includes the
systematic elaboration and analysis of the syntax, semantics and pragmatics of the negative
words "bu" and "mei", as well as the comparison of the negative words "bu" and "mei". The

third chapter compares the semantics and pragmatics of the Chinese negative words "bu" and
11
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"mei" with the commonly used negative words "¢i" in Arabic, and points out the similarities
and differences between them; the fourth chapter mainly starts with the frequent mistakes
made by Arab students in the learning process, supplemented by the questionnaire,
summarizes the common errors of Arab students through the analysis of the integrated errors
and the questionnaire; finally the fifth chapter is the conclusion, which presents the findings

and discussion of the study.

Key words Arab students negative adverbs Error analysis
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