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An Analysis of Egyptian Students’ Errors in Chinese

Directional Complement
CEgypt]Aya Mahmoud Ahmed Talaat

Abstract Arabic and Chinese have completely different grammar systems, which
makes Egyptian learners of Chinese have many grammatical errors. One of them is related
to the complement of direction. This paper summarizes the types of errors in Egyptian
students’ learning the complement of direction through questionnaires. It is divided into
two types, the errors in sentence structure and the errors in sentence meaning. In sentence
structure, the highest error rate lies in the misalignment of compound complement of di-
rection and object position. In sentence meaning, the highest error rate lies in misclassifi-
cation. It has been found that there are three main reasons for those errors, i.e., negative
transfer from the native language, negative transfer from the target language, and the in-
fluence of the improper way of teaching and improperly-translated textbooks.

Key words Egyptian students, directional complements, error analysis, teaching strategy
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