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A historical study of the Chinese-language teaching policies and

Chinese education in the Arabian Gulf region

LIAO Jing

(College of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Based on summarizing the current use of the Chinese language and its education in the A-
rabian Gulf region, the paper reviews the historical development of the foreign language education poli-
cies in this region which reveals the change from the early government-guided language education poli-
cy to the current multilingual education policy, while focusing on the historical development of the
Chinese-language education policy which emerged from the Han dynasty of China, developed in the
20th century and is booming in the 21st century.Then, the paper analyzes the three factors affecting
the evolution of the Chinese-language education policy, points out this historical opportunity to
promote Chinese education there,and brings up the suggestion on enhancing the instrumental function
of Chinese-language learning at the early stage in order to better adapt to the cultural atmosphere of
the Arabian Gulf region.

Key Words: teaching Chinese as a foreign language; international promotion of the Chinese language; Ara-

bian Gulf region
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