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such as “communication confidence”, “ability of solving
difficulties”, “affective cognition”, and “foreign language
learning ability”. The teacher’s influence is not quite
significant. Besides, seniors are influenced by different
factors from juniors. At last, suggestions are provided for
Chinese teachers to increase students’ motivation in class

based on the analysis and discussion.

Keywords

demotivation; East Asia and Southeast Asia; international

students; learning Chinese as a second language;

motivation
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Confusable Chinese Words for Arabic Speakers:
Classification and Characteristics

Samah Mohamed Korashy Abdelkader

Abstract

This research deals with the preliminarily determined
Chinese words easily confused by Arabic speakers

analyzing the characteristics of these words from four
perspectives—semantic relations, parts of speech, direction
of misuse and inter-word relations. Through contrastive
and quantitative analyses, the article points out that the
Chinese words that are confusable to Arabic speakers are
mostly those of the same word class but with relatively

close semantic meanings, the majority of which are verbs;

in terms of the direction of misuse, Arabic speakers’ misuse
of confusable Chinese words shows a one-way tendency;
from the perspective of inter-word relations, it is usually
one—to—one confusion between words as far as Arabic

speakers are concerned

Keywords
Arabic speakers; confusable words; classification; Chinese—

Arabic comparison; characteristics of confusion
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