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THESIS: Analyze the Using Errors of the Chinese Preposition

143 &

zai” “cong” “dui” “xiang” by Arab Students

SPECIALIZATION: Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages
POSTGRADUATE: HANAN YASSIR
MENTOR: Chen ZhiHong  Zhang Quanzhen

Abstract

During the process of learning Chinese language, most of student of Arabic |
speaxing countries produce prepositional errors siemming from the intluence of their
mother tongue. The main cause of the error is the different language structure of both
the languages having evolved from a different chronological and demographic paths.
Especially for the students of basic and intermediate stage these errors are more
frequent.

At present, there is not much research on Chinese prepositions specifically for
Arabs, especially on comparison between the Chinese and Arabic prepositions and the
errors that are usually made by Arab students. This kind of direct research will be
much advantageous as it would sequentially explain the differences in the use of
prepositions between Chinese and Arabic language.

To analyze prepositional errors commonly made by Arab students while using
Chinese language, summarizing these errors, establishing the cause of these errors and

suggesting measures to teach Chinese prepositions to Arab students more effectively.

The research is divided into four chapters given below:
Chapter 1. The first chapter introducés the importance of theory and research
and a brief description of the corpus sources and theoretical basis. )
Chapter 2. The second chapter is a comparison of Chinese and Arabic

prepositions. We compared Chinese prepositions “zai”, “cong”, “dui”, “xiang” with
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corresponding Arabic language equivalents “ 87, “0a”, “ 323",

Chapter 3.‘ In the third chapter the types of errors of the Chinese prf:position by
Arab Students and reasons of these errors have been explained. This chapter is further
divided into three parts:-

1. The research' methodology included the data collected from the questionnaire,
questionnaire design and the results of the analysis.

2. Explain the types of errors of the Chines prepositions. we have divided the errors
into four categories, such as “omission, misuse, substitution, wrong sequence” and
summarized these errors in this part.

3. On the basis of these types of errors, we discussed the reasons that led to the errors
made by Arab students during study of the Chinese preposition and discovered that
there are three basic reasons:

1. The influence of the mother tongue, which effects the sequence of sentences,

impacts on the meanings of similar words and causes the students to produce

-substitutionn error. The idiomatic' expressions causc them to produce omissions or -

misuse and other errors.
2. The vast vocabulary of a second language, and the limited amount of words
commonly known to foreign students let Arab student make excessive use of some
Chinese prepositions.
3. Other reasons like modus operandi of teaching, paucity of teaching material and
other miscellaneous reasons,
Among these the influence of the mother tongue is the main reason.

Chapter 4. It explains the current methods used for teaching Chinese
prepositions by drawing a comparison between Chinese and Arabic language and the
analysis of common errors. we have been able to suggest new ways to teach the

Chinese prepositions to the Arab students.

Arabic and Chinese grammar, there have a big differences in syntax, semantics
and function of the words , and when Arab students learning Chinese prepositions,
they are producing errors stemming from the impact of their mother tongue. on the
basis of comparison between two language, we discussed the reasons that led to the
errors made by Arab students during study of the Chinese preposition, and find the

appropriate teaching strategies help them overcome the root causes of the interference



of the mother tongue, let them have a good ability to use Chinese prepositions and

reducing their errors.

Key words:
Students of Arab countries, prepositions, a comparison, error analysis, educational

" methods
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