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Research on the Current Development and Strategies of Chinese Language Education in Higher Education in
Saudi Arabia
LU Xingxing, LI Bowen, WU Yinghui

Abstract
Since 2019, Chinese language education in higher education in Saudi Arabia has made significant progress, with an increase
in both the number of universities offering Chinese language courses and the number of Chinese language learners. Both
degree and non-degree Chinese language education have developed side by side, and the curriculum of the undergraduate
programs in different universities some similarities but also some differences. Moreover, Chinese language teachers are
mainly non-Arab teachers, and teaching materials are introduced from China or chosen by teachers. The target students for
non-degree Chinese education is wide-ranging. However, the foundation of Chinese language education in Saudi Arabia
is weak, and there are some problems in Chinese language teachers, teaching resources, and course offerings. Therefore,
this paper proposes the following suggestions: strengthening the construction of the Chinese language teacher team by
placing equal emphasis on sending teachers from China and local training; focusing on developing local Chinese teaching
resources, enriching the various types of resources, and pay attention to technology empowerment; cultivating compound

Chinese language talents, and actively promoting “Chinese + ” and “+ Chinese” education.
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