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Abstract

Adjective is one of the tools used to express human being 's feelings in
linguistics. People always hope to express their feelings and thoughts in a right and
effective way, which makes adjectives become one of the essential and functional
parts in all languages. However , in each language, adjectives also have some
differences in syntax , semantics and pragmatics features.

Based on the result of studying Chinese and Arabic adjectives by many
researchers, we have found that the adjectives in the two languages possess different
grammatical functions and features, meanwhile, the divisions of the adjectives' word
class are not identical as well.

In the light of the theory and method of Contrastive Analysis, also uses the
description and explanation method , this study also tries to describe and explain in
detail, and then make a quantative and qualitative analysis. In addition, this paper
investigates the distinct word orders in Chinese and Arabic, expressions which
indicates different degrees as attribute and adverb grammatical functions. Afterwards,
this paper purpose that :

(1) As an attribute or an adverb, Chinese and Arabic adjectives serve in different
position around the head word sequence, namely, Chinese adjectives are located
before the head word , but the Arabic adjectives are located after the head word.

(2) Chinese and Arabic adjectives can both use two or more than two adjectives to
modify one head word.

(3) There is usually a structural particle ("#7 de" or "3 de") after Chinese adjectives
serving as attributes or adverbs functions, but Arabic adjectives focus on keeping
the four categories, namely gender, number, case and reference, and the head word
match each other.

(4) Chinese are capable of denoting different degrees by overlapping or attaching to
degree adverbs, while Arabic adjectives can use the derivative nouns'
morphological changes to express the different degrees.

Based on the conclusions above, this study refers to the differences between
adjectives in two languages in order to provide a further understanding and
acquisition of the different features in Chinese and Arabic. We also hope that this
research study could help the second language learners of Chinese language and
Arabic language correctly distinguish and accurately use adjectives.

Key words: Chinese Arabic adjectives attribute adverb
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