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A Comparative Study of Chinese Education in Six Middle East Countries

LIANG Yu' WANG Tai-yan’

(1. Research Institute of International Chinese Language Education Beijing Language and
Culture University Beijing 100083; 2. School of Government and International Affairs
Durham University Durham DH1 3TU)

Abstract  Saudi Arabia the United Arab Emirates Turkey Iran Israel and Egypt are influential
countries in Chinese education in the Middle East. This article makes a multi-dimensional comparison of
Chinese education in the above six countries and finds that the friendly and cooperative relations between
China and the Six Middle East countries and the close economic and trade exchanges promote the development
of Chinese education while the low proportion of Chinese in the six countries fierce language competition and
complex geopolitics are the constraints. In the six countries Chinese education in elementary terms is still in
its infancy. However it has developed rapidly in the UAE in recent years. Chinese education in higher
education is still a subject accepted by fewer students and both Egypt and Israel have a good foundation for
development. The distribution density of Confucius Institutes is low and the regional influence needs to be
continuously improved. While the foundation of Chinese education is weak the needs for Chinese education
from children of new expatriates are gradually emerging. Finally this article puts forward the following
thoughts: The region is more suitable to adopt a “multi-point support” Chinese education regional development
strategy. It is urgent to improve the whole phases of Chinese education coordinate the development of
Confucius Institutes and Chinese enterprises and promote indigenous trilingual teaching model.
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